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Research Projects: Isabel Allona (I.A.) research group is involved in the study of the molecular
basis of cold acclimation and winter dormancy in woody plants, mainly Chestnut and Poplar.
Dormancy is an adaptative mechanism that allows woody plants to survive at low winter
temperatures. It is characterized by a stop of the growth from initial autumn until starting of
spring, and it is accompanied by an aclimatation process to the cold. Dormancy determines in
this way the developmental period of the tree that is going to determine both productivity and
quality of the wood. IA has been involved in 13 National and International projects, 3 as PI, the
current AGL2008-00168: Genes involved in the induction and maintenance of winter dormancy
in woody plants. She is the author of 18 papers in SCI-indexed journals, two of them in the
Procceedings of the National Academy of Sciences EEUU. IA has supervised 3 PhD theses. IA
has been involved, in the past, in genomic studies on wood formation in Pinus taeda (Allona et
al. 1998). She is the coordinator of the Spanish Forest genomics Network and reviewer of
international journals included in the JCI.
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